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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 04750 270732Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ONY-OO SS-15 SSO-OO /026 W 

092187 270741Z/21 R 

O270716Z JUL 77 

FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4128 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 4750 

STADIS //////////////////////////////////////////////// 

FOR NEA/ARN DRAPER FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SY, US 
SUBJECT: SYRIAN JEWRY 

REF: STATE 174966 

1 . ONLY CHANGE WE HAVE TO SUGGEST IN YOUR PROPOSED 
ANSWER IS TO SAY, "THIS IS, WE UNDERSTAND, FULLY IN ACCORD 
WITH SYRIAN LAWS AND CUSTOMS." WE ARE STILL NOT SURE 
EXACTLY TO WHAT EXTENT AND IN WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES SYRIAN LAW 
PERMITS PROXY MARRIAGE. 

2. AP STRINGER HAS TOLD US SARG M ININFO HAS OFFERED 
ASSISTANCE TO AP IN COVERING STORY INCLUDING ARRANGING 
INTERVIEWS WITH TOUT AH AND SOME OF THE GIRLS. AP CORRESPON- 
DENT LUDDINGTON IS COMING FROM BEIRUT TODAY FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
STRINGER HAS ASKED EMBASSY TO PROVIDE BACKGROUND. WE INTEND 
TO SEE HOW MUCH SARG IS DOING FOR THEM BEFORE AGREEING. 

IF SYRIANS THEMSELVES WISH PUBLICITY, PRINCIPAL POINT WE 
WILL MAKE IS THAT ASSAD HAS RECOGNIZED THIS HUMANITARIAN 
PROBLEM AND WE HOPE HIS GENEROUS ATTITUDE WILL CONTINUE 
AS OTHER MARRIAGES ARE ARRANGED WITH AMERICAN CITIZENS 
FOR THE UP TO 500 JEWISH WOMEN WHO CANNOT FIND JEWISH 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 04750 270732Z 

HUSBANDS IN SYRIA. 

MURPHY 
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